
THE FARMER AND MECHANIC

MAHOGONY, ARISTOCRAT,
IN CENTRAL AMERICA

of the lighter srt i Son with the
machete, much like & eora;utter.
Every native Central American car-
ries a machete. It Is a good wapnof defence against man or beu?t. ndit enables him to mk his wythrough the Jungle. It cuts hi grii.for hay and the green corn for hi
cattle. After the cattle are deAd. th
machete chops them up to make befand is also employed in hog killm.

then the farm settlements have to be
built and in each there must be a
etore, a carpenter shop and a black-
smith shop and aleo the stables and
the homes of the workmen. Some

the managers and overseers bringtheir wive with them from the United
States and they must nave comfort-
able homes screened with wire net-
ting.

Some of these houaes here are beau-
tifully finished and well furnished.

Cutting.
Banana

The King of Furniture Woods Methods of
With the Hunters in Their Camps New
Plantations Central American Cattle--

l hey have the latest magazines and
papers, and in some of them you will

it serves to cut out the weed from
the corn patch and with it the native
punches holes im the ground where
he drops the gxin of corn at plum-
ing time. He then covers the corn

find many novels, histories and .scien-
tific books. Many of the white em-
ployee have hobbles. One may beCopyright, IS 12, by Frank G. Car which has a captain. The with his heel and sittinc doun Uiwork is

laborerspen tor.) done by the task. The best an ornitnoloKist. another a buc-hu- n- nature do the rert.ter and there are no end of collectors
cf orchids and other strance flowers. Teaching stock Tanning.

The Americans here re tea-hi- trAt the Virginia banana plantation the natives somcth'nc of stock fartn.

TOUT BARRIOS. Guatemala.
l write you from the edge of Ma-liega- ny

Land. This Motagua valley,
which lies at the foot of the Guate-
mala mountains, back of Port Bar-
rios, has hundreds of mahogany tree,which are being cut down hv the

near here they have quite an aviary,
containing many of the quaint birds Ing, and the day may come when

meat from Central America will reof Guatemala. These include the
wild turkey, which has a brilliant
yellow color, the tuma with its gor-
geous plumage, and the policeman- -

are out at daybreak, and a good mancn finish his task by 11 o'clock. Hecan then spend the rest of his dayin hunting or fishing, or he can cutout of mahogany paddles and other
things for which there is a readymarket. The lumber camps are not
pious places. Many of the laborersare roughs, and there are frequent
fights and considerable drunkenness.
There are also bad women who fol-
low the camps, and the crowd is nota Sunday school one. The overseers
live well. Kach has his own boat,with from twelve to twenty Indian

duce our big butcher bills. In Costa
Rica there are" large ranches Nelong-Sn- g

to the banana planters where
working cattle for the plantations arebird, which make a terrible screech-

ing if strangers come near the house.
I do not know just how many thou

sand acres are planted to Dananas
in Spanish Honduras, but the Guate

United Fruit Company, that the land
may be used for banana plantations,

j :The mahogany is so valuable that it
sells by the pound, and a few trees
Mould make a good income. 1 have
been in the mahogany country off

nd on ever since I left Panama, and
I learn that valuable timber la eing
ti ken from the northern part of the
t'anama republic. I found theh ex-

ploiting the forests in Costa Rica and
Nicaragua, and am told that many

mala estates belonging to the United
rowers, and his own cook and Indian Fruit Company cover tens of thou

sanas oi acres, and zo.uuu acres arevalet.
Felling Mahogany. already in bearing. . This is divided

up into banana farms of a thousandthe green mahogany is not easy to
ten, and the bringing of a large tree acres each, each farm having: secto tfie ground is a day's task for two tions of twenty acres each. Everyfarm has its own manager, the ac

reared. The United Fruit Companyhas some dairy cows and its men lei!
me that the grass there makes ex-
cellent beef. Indeed, there Is moneyto be made in raising Mock, all the
way from Panama to Mexico. These
highlands have fine pastures and thestock brings good prices. In upperPanama they are now raising beef
for Colon and Panama City, and the
future meat supply of the canal maycome from there.

Costa Rica has live stock number-
ing more than half a million, besides
mules, sheep and goats, and Hon-
duras has almost a luilf million head
of cattle alone, and a large number
of mules, pigs and sheep. It hua
150,000 acre-- s devoted to pasture.Here is Guatemala the cattle ar
ftwer, but the grazing grounds on th
high plateaus are of Kreat extent, and
well fitted for sheep, cattle and hogs.
Nicaragua has more than a million

men. 'ine cutting is done about ten
feet from the base on account of the count sheets being kept separatelyso that it is known just what eachwide spurs which project from the
trunk and a platform or scaffold has section costs and what it is yieldingto be erected where the sawmen. and from year to year. Indeed, a cost

sheet is kept of this business justaxmen can stand.
J

After the trees are
.

felled roads have as in our lactones and machine shopsat home. The general manager of theto De made to the rivers and the

.mahogany camps are now working
in both British and Spanish Hon-'niura- s.

There are American lumber-n.e-n

sending mahogany to Panama
all along the west coasts of Central
America. The logs are sent over the
isthmus by rail, and thence shipped.
Ho Europe or the United States. The
trees they are now cutting here still
lie In the clearing, but they will be
1;ken by train to Port Barrios, and
thence shipped.

Central American Mahogany.
The mahogany of this part of the

world is the real article. We have
h .so-call- ed mahogany in the Philip- -

pines, and there are false mahoganies
'1n Nigeria, Ceylon, Madeira and Cal-
ifornia. The true mahogany, the wood

streams on the way must be bridged. plantation is Mr. Victor M. Cutter,
young New Englander, who came herejnucn or. me wood is hauled upon
a 'few years ago, just after graduatingrude trucks which have wheels of

solid wood sawed from the end of a
log and having iron boxes fitted into

with high honor at Dartmouth.
Loading Fruit by Machinery.the center. Mneh of the work is done I have been much interested durinsin the night by torchlights of pitch

or came and Salvador in proportionto its size has more live stock than
any other Central American repub-
lic.

FRANK O. CARPENTER.
pine. All this is in the dry season
Ane rarung is done m the late sum
mer or fall and the camps break
up about the middle of December,
Alter that the laborers return to
Belize and they then receive the bal
ance uue tnem, wnicn results in an- -

my stay in Central America in the
handling of the banana crop, and
especially in watching how the ne-

groes transfer the fruit from the cars
to the ships. At Port Limon, Costa
Rica, this is done by machinery. The
fruit is carried from the plantationto the side of the ship as it lies at
the wharf. The tracks are .so laid
that the train load of bananas is
parallel with the steamer, and the
fiuit from a half dozen different cars
can be transferred to the ship at the
same time.

The loading is by movable carriers
which run upon wheels. Each car

, .which makes the tinest furniture on
earth, comes from this region. It is
found in the lowlands along the east
coast from Mexico to Panama, and
also in Colombia and Venezuela and

xin the islands of the Caribbean sea.
'J he trees are magnificent. I have
non some one hundred feet high and
thirty-si- x feet in circumference. Not
a few rise sixty feet above the ground
1efore the branches begin and some

re so large that live men, joining

DOUBLE DAILY SERVICE
MT. AIRY TO SANF0RD

Petitions for Such Convenient Have
Horn Prepared by Tho-- e l.ixlng
Along Southern Line,
Greensboro, Jan. 11. Efforts are

being made here and by residents

oiner great spree.
In Spanish Honduras.

I understand there Is a great deal
of mahogany yet uncut in SpanishHonduras or the Honduras republic.
Mahogany grows in the valleys all
over that country, and especially in
the lowlands along the northern coast
of the Caribbean sea.

It is near this coast, running: in
rier is a long belt about tvvo root in
width, so arranged that one end of
it rests over the opening into the hold,
and the other out on the wharf. This
belt moves by machinery, and the

land lifty or more miles, that the
chief banana plantations are, and not
rar lrom the sea in the same regionare immense cocoanut groves with
tens of thousands of bearing trees.

The most of the banana industry
belongs to the United Fruit Company,and that company has a line of steam-
ers which plie resrularly between

bananas thrown upon it by laborers,
arc carried into the hold. I have seen
four rivers of bananas thus moving
for hours, carrying fruit into a ship.

The men are so trained that the

along the Old Cape Fear and Yadkin
Valley branch of the Southern Rail-
way from Mt. Airy to San ford to se-
cure a double daily service. Petitions
have been prepared and -- are t 1

distributed along the line f the road
for signers. Under the present sched-
ule there is but one through passen-
ger train a day between Mt. Airy and
Sanford, one leaving Mt. Airy early in
the morning and in the incoming one
arriving about 8 o'clock at night. The
idea is to have a morning and after-
noon incoming and outgoing service.
Between Mt. Airy and Sanford are a
number of thriving towns and cities
and a well populated country and it
is declared the service is badly needed
and that the travel along the line i

hands, cannot encircle them.
There is no such thing as a ma-

hogany forest. The trees do not grow
:lose together, but at wide distances
apart; and the mahogany hunters
climb the highest trees of the forest
and pick out the mahoganies by their
lright colored leaves. The leaves
Vhange from season to season and at
1 1 hues they are as gorgeous as our
rJeaves in autumn. The hunter marks
,1he mahogany by the color and then
1 leads the cutters through the Jungle,
hacking a road to where the doomed
tree stands. Often only two or three
trees arc found on an acre, but two
irces per acre are enough to pay divi-
dends. There is a record of one cor-

poration which had a mahogany con-
cession of about 25,000 acres, the

stream of fruit is continuous, the man
agement knowing just how many
bunches one man can carry in an
hour, and how loner it takes to un- -
oad each car.

The ship upon which I came here
lad in its hold 5.,000 bunches of
Dananas Pound tor .New Orleans.
Each of those bunches had it least

suincient to warrant sucn an accom- -50 individual bananas, and altogethertotal yield of which was only sixty they were enough to have given every

Port Cortez and New Orleans, calling!at Port Barrios and Belize on the
"way. The shipments of bananas
amount to 2,000,000 bunches and up-
ward per year, which means an ag-
gregate of more than 300,000,000
bananas per annum. The business
is carried on about the same as it
is in Guatemala, Costa Rica and Pan-
ama, The plantations have manylittle railroads for carrying the fruit.
They are divided into farms, and each
farm is a settlement of its own. The
overseers are Americans, and the la-
bor is largely done by negroes from
Jamaica and the other islands of the
"West Indies, who come there for the
purpose.

Making a Banana Plantation.
The process of making the planta

man, woman and child in New York,
Boston, Chicago and Philadelphia one

CRATE OF ORANGES
COMES BY PARCELS POST

trees or less than two per square
mile. I doubt if it paid.

How the Logging Is Done. banana and still left some to spare.
At New Orleans the fruit is landedThe ordinary tree ought to be at

le;.st a yard in diameter, and the
i vera go tree is r small y one or two

in the same way. Deine: there trans
ferred to cold storage cars, which Spencer Destination of

is' Beautifully Boxed
Form.hundred years old before it is ready take it to all parts of the Mississippi

lor lumber. The most of the wood basin. The bananas for the eastern

Fruit. Which
in Miuiatiirt)

whole crat
post is what

in Spencer
fruit, a ripe,

oranges, en

i cut in the rainy season, but as the part of the United States usually ko
trees' crow in the lowlands the haul to the seaports of the Atlantic.

Spencer, Jan.
of oranges by
came to W. G.
Thursday night
yellow variety

1 1 .A
pa reel
Home
The

of tiny
Object Lessons for Central America.

This work of the Americans on the
tions is about the same-- , everywhere.The jungle has to be cut down, and
this means the felling of trees from
thiee to ten feet in diameter and the

banana plantations is a series of ob-

ject lessons in sanitation, agriculture

Jug can only be done in the dry sea-
son when the ground is hard. As

ifooii as the trees are felled their
"limbs are cut off and the logs are
then taken to the nearest stream.
;ihey are rafted down to the market,
or they may go to the railroad and
lo taken to the ports on the cars.

cutting out of underbrush and lianas and business management for the peo
through which it is impossible to go ple of Central America. Most of the

estates have large hospitals and the
employes are taught to take care of

witnout a machete or ax. As soon
as the land has been cleared it is
burned over and then the markers go their health. The workmen's houses
through and stake out the holes where are raised upon poles, the vegetation

being cut away and the lands drainthe plants are to be set. The banana

closed in a miniature crate construct-
ed of button wood and bamboo hjv-ln- g

the best of workmanship, cam
from Albert Boone, a large truck
farmer and fruit grower in Florida.
He is an old friend of Mrl Home ami
the package was sent as an illustra-
tion of what the parcel post will do.
Mr. Boone was at; one time station
agent for fhe old Richmond and Dan-
ville railroad at Gibsonville, and ha
not seen Mr. Home for thirty-s"vc- n

years. He has. it is said, accumulate J
a fortune in Florida.

CLEAR SIDEWALKS.

plants come from sprouts of the older ed to get rid of the mosquitoes. The
laborers are made to keep clean andtrees and they are set out about as

.rhc-- are put upon shipboard as soon
as they reach port to prevent their
Wing attacked by the to redo and
Aher boring insects. The wood is so

valuable that it is handled like fruit.
nd a close record is kept of it from

the forest to the hands of the con-
sumer. One of the chief markets is
London, and others are New York

ml New Orleans.
In the "Woods of Honduras.

far apart each way as the tree of the
average peach orchard. They are
planted among the half-burne- d logs
and . grow without cultivation. The
only thing is to keep down the weeds,
when the logs will soon rot away

they are shown how to treat them-
selves for tropical diseases. The
United Fruit Company has been ight-in- g

the hookworm, and it has its doc-
tors giving medicines and treating
the' numerous natives among its em-

ployes who are so afflicted. Every
patient who comes to the hospital on
account of malaria or other fevers
or on account of wounds received is
treated also for hookworm. I am told
that this is doing great good and that
an increase in the working: efficiency

have seen plants growing imongtreses as big around as a flour barrel,
iand in going over the plantations
have had to keep to the paths in
order to make my way through upon

A great deal of our best mahogany
now conies from British Honduras,
tout we gt much also from the Hon-
duras republic. The British Hon-
duras timber is exported from Belize,
which is not very far from Port Bar-ric- w,

and I am told that the wealth
f that town has largely come from

this trade. The forests are exploited
ly lumbermen, who hire gangs of

horseback.
About a year after setting out the

bananas they are twenty or thirty
feet high and are ready to fruit. Each
tree bears but one bunch of bananas,

when this is taken off the treedatives for the season, and have the j and
is cut down and the sprouts which
have grown up about its roots are

Durham Police Chief Ones Warning
to Contractors.

Durham, Jan. 11. Chief of Police-.1- .

F. Freeland today informed all
the contractors who are building
bouses in the central part of the city
that they would have to elesr the
sidewalks so that pedestrians would
not be forced into the streets. The
people who are building the new ho-- f

tel. the addition to the Presbyterian
Sunday school, the .Shevil building and
the Johnson building at Five points
have been given permission by the al-

dermen to close up the sidewalks, but
at a recent meeting this permission
was revoked, and the chief of police
today served notice on the contractors
that "they would have to clear the side-
walks.

The minister who feels sad when
he reflects on the sorrows of humani-
ty is apt to feel sadder still when he
reflects on the amusements.

of the men has come from such treat-
ment.
Farm Methods in Central America.

The Americans are introducing our
farm machinery. They have Ameri-
can wagons and carts and also Ameri-
can plows and other farm tools. As
to the native methods, everything is
rude. I see the farmers still using
the one-handl- ed plow of the Scrip-
ture, shod with a strip of pointed
iron about as big as your hand. This
turns the soil both Ways and .only

left to produce the next crop.
The cutting of the bananas is with

a sharp knife on the end of a pole
the cutters catching the bunch as it
falls. The bananas are carefully
handled. The piles, which wait for

exporting houses to advance the pro-Visio- ns

and cash to carry on the cut-

ting. The labor contracts are usually
made during "life Christmas holidays,
the men being hired by the year. Six
months' wages are usually paid in
advance, one-ha- lf of which is in goods
Mid the other half cash. The lum-
bermen are as dissipated as are those
fit our own and other countries, and
they usually have a carouse before
they leave Belize, during which time
the cash disappears.

They now leave -- and go into the
Vocils, where they build camps -- of
liutg thatched with palm leaves, in-elud- ing

a larger building for the store
aiid dwelling of the overseer. - The

scratches the surface. The most com-
mon cart here has wooden wheels
with holes in the. center for the axles,
and it is drawn by oxen yoked by
their horns. The loads are pulled

the train, are laid on soft beds of
leaves, and the cars are padded with
leaves in order to keep the fruit from
being bruised.

Banana Settlements.
It is a big task to start a banana

plantation, and the plans must be
carefully made. The estate is first
surveyed and paths and roads are
laid out, the same being connected

by the head instead of the shoulders
ndinnocence aHis b-s- t companions,

health:
and necks, and the treatment of the
animals seems cruel to an extreme.

American axes are gradually eomin I And his best ri h-- s. ignorance of
Gojd-ioit- h.wealth.into use, but the most of the cutting!by tramways and railroads. Andlabor is divided intV gang, loh of ;


